Karuk 435 

Karuk (= Karok): Happy Camp, Clear Creek, Lower River (incl. Katimin, Orleans) 

Karuk is spoken along the middle course of the Klamath River in northwest 
California by about a dozen fluent speakers, most elderly. About three dozen more 
are semi-speakers (Monica Macaulay p.c. 1991). Since it is not closely related to any 
other language, Powell 1891 listed it separately as Quoratean. In 1913 Dixon and 
Kroeber grouped it with other California languages into their Hokan stock, and in 
1929 Sapir proposed a Northern Hokan subgroup, later termed Kahi, consisting of 
Karuk, Chimariko, Shasta, Achumawi, and Atsugewi. In the 1920s Harrington 
distinguished the three dialects listed above, but no dialectal differences are apparent 
at present. 

Kroeber 1911 provides an early sketch of the language with text. Excellent 
documentation of the language is in Bright 1957, which contains detailed descriptions 
of phonetics, phonology, morphophonemics, morphology, and syntax, along with a 
rich collection of texts (some reprinted in Bright 1977 and 1980) and dictionary. 
Material cited here is drawn from that source. Texts also appear in Harrington 1930a, 
1932a,b, de Angulo & Freeland 1931a, and Hymes 1997. Lang 1994 contains a prayer 
and five tales in Karuk with facing page translations, introductory material on the 
language and culture, and a glossary. Bright 1952 describes borrowings and 
neologisms in the language. Hamp 1958b comments on syllable structure, Macaulay 
describes reduplication and its implications for stem structure (1993), *endoclitis' 
(1989), and the suffix -ap as an inverse marker (1992). 
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